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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 5798 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFORINCH 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DALAI LAMA VISIT TO ITALY AND VATICAN 

1. RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL HAS INFORMED US 
THAT DALAI LAMA' S REPRESENTATIVE IN EUROPE HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTRY DURING PAST WEEK TO SOUND OUT ITALIANS ON POSSIBLE 
VISIT TO ITALY BY DALAI LAMA AT END OF SEPTEMBER. ACCORDING SOURCE. 
VISIT TO TAKE PLACE DURING PLANNED EUROPEAN TOUR TO INCLUDE STOPS IN 
UK, FRANCE, BELGIUM, NETHERLANDS, FRG AND SWITZERLAND. OFFICIAL 
SAID ITALIANS WERE TOLD PURPOSE OF DALAI LAMA' S TRIP IS " RELIGIOUS 
AND CULTURAL" AND WERE ASSURED THAT NO RPT NO POLITICAL ACTIVITY 
WOULD BE INVOLVED, ALTHOUGH DALAI LAMA WOULD EXPECT TO SEE TIBETAN 
REFUGEES IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES. 

2. OFFICIAL STATED THAT DALAI LAMA' S REP WAS TOLD THAT ITALIANS 
WILL STUDY REQUEST FOR VISIT; HE NOTED SUBJECT HAD ALREADY BEEN 
DISCUSSED BY EC FAR EAST EXPERTS AND WAS AGAIN ON AGENDA FOR JULY 
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EXPERTS MEETING. HE OBSERVED ITALIANS' PRINCIPAL CONCERN WAS 
CHINESE SENSITIVITY, AND, IF GOI APPROVED VISIT, CHINESE WOULD BE 
PRE- ADVISED WITH APPROPRIATE EXPLANATION THAT VISIT NON- POLITICAL. 

IN RESPONSE TO QUERY, SOURCES EXPRESSED VIEW THAT GIVEN DECLARED 
" RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL" PURPOSE OF VISIT, LAMA WOULD MOST 
LIKELY HAVE NO RPT NO CONTACTS WITH GOI OFFICIALS. 

3. ACCORDING SOURCE, KEY FACTOR IN ITALIAN DECISION ON VISIT WILL 
BE WHETHER VATICAN DECIDES TO RECEIVE DALAI LAMA. HE SAID ITALIANS 
HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH VATICAN, AND HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT MATTER 
UNDER STUDY. SOURCE STATED THAT IF VATICAN AGREES TO RECEIVE 

LAMA, ITALIANS OBLIGATED BY LONG- STANDING AGREEMENT WITH VATICAN TO 
PERMIT DALAI LAMA’ S ENTRY INTO ITALY, AND THIS SHOULD COVER GOI IF 
CHINESE OBJECT. 

4. VATICAN SOURCES HAS CONFIRMED THAT REPRESENTATIVE OF DALAI LAMA 
HAS ALSO BEEN IN TOUCH WITH VATICAN IN ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE PAPAL 
AUDIENCE FOR LAMA. SINCE VATICAN UNWILLING TAKE STEP THAT MIGHT 
PREJUDICE EVENTUAL CONTACTS WITH PEKING, IT WAS EXPLAINED TO 
DALAI LAMA 1 S REPRESENTATIVE THAT ANY VISIT WOULD HAVE TO BE UN- 
OFFICIAL AND THAT IN SURROUNDING PUBLICITY, IT MUST BE MADE CLEAR 
THAT LAMA BEING RECEIVED ONLY AS RELIGIOUS AND NOT RPT NOT POLITICAL 
LEADER. VATICAN HAS BEEN INFORMED DALAI LAMA HAS NO RPT NO 
OBJECTIONS 

TO THESE CONDITIONS. WHILE NO RPT NO DECISION YET TAKEN, VATICAN 
INFORMED US THAT IT HIGHLY LIKELY WOULD RECEIVE LAMA SHOULD HE 
VISIT ROME. VOLPE 
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